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on the icy plateau which gave rise to the great New England gla- 
cier. He locates this mer de glace between Lake Temiscamang and 
Lake Mistissinny, on the Canadian watershed. During the glacial 
period the watershed was probably five thousand feet above its 
present level, while the White Mountains, the Green Mountain 
peaks, and the Adirondacks stood five hundred feet higher than 
they do at present ; so that there was a sufficient inclination toward 
the sea-coast to allow of a movement in a southeast direction of 
the mass of ice. 

A3STTHBOPOLOGY. 

Scalping. — The "Friend of India" contains a letter from the 
Superintendent of Police in the north-eastern district of Bengal, 
giving an account of scalping among the wild tribes on the fron- 
tier of that district. In commenting on this letter the journal 
above named says, "The Naga tribes use the scalping-knife with 
a ferocity that is only equalled by the American Indians, and the 
scalps are carefully preserved as evidences of their prowess and 
vengeance over their enemies. On the death of a chief, all the 
scalps taken by him during his warlike career are burned with his 
remains." — Jour. Anthr. Inst. JSf. Y. 

Archaeological Chronology. — According to a notice of his 
"Essai de Chronologic Archeologique" in "Pall Mall Budget," 
Professor Forel draws a vivid picture of the time which has elapsed 
between the deposition of the Schussen glacial beds and the earlier 
lake habitations. A lapse of time of unknown duration had passed 
awa} r , and at the commencement of the lacustrine epoch the follow- 
ing changes were accomplished. The fauna had changed. The 
reindeer and the mammoth had passed away, the Bos primigenius 
alone surviving as a contemporary of the wild boar, red deer and 
roebuck. The flora had changed. To the Alpine flora, with its 
scanty vegetation of mosses and lichens which were just able to 
grow on the ice-mud, had succeeded rich and brilliant forests com- 
posed of all our indigenous species of trees. The level of the lake 
had fallen 30 metres, and had assumed its present aspect. And man 
seems to have changed from the poor reindeer hunter of the Saleve 
to the intelligent and active fisher, agriculturist and manufacturer, 
to whom are due the relatively highly civilized lake habitations of 
ancient Switzerland. But the use of metal had not been intro- 
duced yet, and pottery alone indicates the comparatively high grade 
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of civilization at which the builders of the pfahlbauten had arrived. 
Long after came the ages of bronze and iron, and finally the 
Roman period, with its fixed dates and absolute chronology. A 
rapid review of the history of humanity in Europe shows us an un- 
interrupted series of events, looking back from the Roman period, 
through the various lacustrine epochs as far as the most ancient 
remains of polished stone. But there occurs a gap. We are not 
in presence of fixed dates, and the continuity of the events alone 
gives us a perfect key to their relative antiquity. Professor Forel 
asks — has this lacuna lasted a hundred years, a hundred thousand, 
or millions of years? And, while he does not attempt to precisely 
estimate its duration, he proves convincingly that the gap is consid- 
erable, but that it is not enormously large. The age of trees which 
must have grown in the rich vegetable beds of Morges, after mould 
had been slowly formed from the debris of the pebble beds of the 
glacial period, indicates a vast lapse of time. Professor Forel 
enters at great length into certain results at which he has arrived 
after sounding the Rhone at various levels, and precisely estima- 
ting the amounts of mud which the river annually transports. He 
considers that a space of 300,000 years is necessary in order to fill 
the lake of Geneva, and that in time the lake will be entirely filled 
up. His conclusions, in fact, are that the space of time which 
separates the archaeological ages of the reindeer and of the red 
deer (palaeolithic and neolithic epochs) is considerable, and ought 
to be counted by thousands of years ; it is not infinitely great, and 
ought not to be counted by millions of years. 

MICROS COPY. 

"Power" of Lenses. — For some three or four years some 
American microscopists have been calling attention to the "decep- 
tion" commonly practised by most working opticians in calling the 
" power of their instrument less than it really is — i. e., calling an 
objective a quarter-inch when its focus is really but one-fifth or 
one-sixth of an inch — or an eighth when actually a " one-ninth or 
one-tenth, — and some now approach to one-twelfth." 

In the "Monthly Microscopical Journal" for December, 1871, 
.Mr. F. H. Wenham writes a paper in reply to one of Mr. E. Bick- 
nell's on this subject in which he takes Mr. Bicknell to task for 
exposing the deception, — and admits the truth of the charge. 



